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Maine Gold Rush

WBCA

NHSBCA

Looking for a way to team
build? Championship
teams begin in the
summer. Consider Maine
Gold Rush - one of the
premier team camps in
Maine.

Interested in learning
more about the Women’s
Basketball Coaches
Association? Visit their
website to view resources
available to high school
coaches.

Remember that you are a
member of the NHSBCA
by virtue of your MABC
membership. Visit
nhsbca.org to view video
interviews of association
leaders from around the
country.

Baron Rings
Looking for a way to
commemorate your team’s
championship season.
Consider Baron Rings.

Message from the President
Being a basketball coach in Maine is a great honor. In my capacity as president of the Maine
Association of Basketball Coaches, I have had the opportunity to interact with association leaders from
around the country. I have seen and heard what the basketball experience is for student athletes in their
respective states. You all should know that the Maine experience that we all provide for our players ranks among
the best in the country. I would hold our MPA sponsored tournament and Maine McDonald’s All-Star Weekend up
against any other state’s tournament and showcase events. Sometimes we can feel isolated, tucked up in our
little corner of the country, but trust me when I say that you are part of a special experience in the lives of young
people.
As you are well aware, the coaching profession has changed considerably over the years. There have always
been coaching detractors and second guessing the coach is a regular pastime in many communities. What has
been going on in recent years is really something different. The attacks on coaches have become much more
organized, sinister, dark, and in some cases, defamatory. I would encourage you to visit the NHSBCA website
(nhsbca.org) to view a document entitled, “The Fair Treatment of Coaches”. We have been working at the
national level to provide a framework for state athletic governing bodies when dealing with embattled coaches.
This document is intended to provide guidelines for the protection of coaches from outside influences and
personal agendas.
I would also encourage you to visit our MABC website (mabc1.org). There you can access many resources
that may be of value to you as a concerned Maine basketball coach. I would draw particular attention to a
document entitled, “Youth Basketball Landscape in the US”. It includes some eye opening information about the
state of youth basketball in this country and may provide you with some talking points the next time you have the
ear of a person who doesn’t really understand what coaching youth athletics is really all about.
Finally, I would encourage you to find an opportunity to thank the executive committee of the MABC. George
Conant, Jody Grant, Travis & Karen Magnusson, Rich Clark, and Tyler Tracy all contribute a significant amount
of time and effort on your behalf. I would also encourage you to get involved with the MABC yourself. As some of
us continue to age, the time will come when some “fresh blood” will be needed to continue our great work. What
we have is special and it’s too important to let it go unprotected. Maine basketball coaching has a long and proud
tradition. Take pride in being a part of it.

Maine McDonald’s All-Star Weekend
March 9th & 10th saw the end of another memorable
basketball season. The Friday night banquet saw the
recognition of many outstanding players and coaches.
A special congratulations to Kolleen Bouchard from
Houlton and Terion Moss from Portland for being
named Miss and Mr. Maine Basketball for 2018. The
Spirit of the Game Awards were truly inspirational moments and show the great
character of the young people in our programs. The academic all-state teams were
made up of some impressive young people who have put themselves in position to
enjoy nothing but success as the move forward in their lives. Saturday’s games provided a final glimpse of some
of the best players in our state this season. Being able to play the game you love while helping to raise money for
a terrific charity like RMHC shows all that is good about our game and the people involved in it. Saturday also
saw the well deserved recognition of some of our state’s very best coaches. A number of dedicated assistant
coaches were recognized with the MABC’s service awards. Several coaching milestones were acknowledged as
well. That group was lead by Joe Russo of Portland with 400 wins and David Halligan of Falmouth and Jeff Hart
of Camden Hills who each went over 500 wins this season. Truly an impressive trio in our coaching fraternity.

MABC Coaches of the Year for 2018
GIRLS:
Region

Class

Coach’s Name

School

NATE PELLETIER

OXFORD HILLS

North

AA

North

A

NICK WINCHESTER

HAMPDEN ACADEMY

North

B

KAYLA RICHARDS

CARIBOU

North

C

SHAWN GRAHAM

HOULTON HIGH

North
D
RANDALL SHEPARD
DEER ISLE - STONINGTON
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------South
AA
SCOTT REGAN
BONNY EAGLE
South

A

STEVE FREEMAN

MARSHWOOD HIGH

South

B

TIM DOLLEY

POLAND

South

C

BRIAN BLETHEN

BOOTHBAY REGIONAL

South

D

SANDY NELSON

VINALHAVEN

BOYS:
Region

Class

Coach’s Name

School

North

AA

PHIL CONLEY

SCARBOROUGH

North

A

RYAN MARTIN

NOKOMIS

North

B

MARK REED

HERMON

North

C

LOGAN McLAUGHLIN

FORT FAIRFIELD

North
D
BEN MALONEY
WOODLAND JR./SR.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------South
AA
JOE RUSSO
PORTLAND
South

A

SEDGE SAUNDERS

FRYEBURG ACADEMY

South

B

TROY BROWN

WELLS

South

C

CHRIS RANSLOW

HALL-DALE

South

D

CHRIS MILLER

VALLEY

Our coaches continue to be the strength of our association. Congratulations to these fine men
and women who have distinguished themselves in the 2018 season.

Show your support for the Maine Basketball Hall of
Fame. Visit their website at
www.mainebasketballhalloffame.com/ and click on
“Donate”.
MABC Fall Showcase
The fall of 2017 saw the inaugural MABC Showcase Event held at SMCC. By all accounts, the event was a huge
success. It included opportunities for players to display their individual skills, be educated on the process of
college admissions, and hear about the college experience from former college athletes. College coaches from
throughout New England were invited to attend. This showcase event is the brainchild of Cony boy’s coach, TJ
Maines and he deserves the credit for the success of that first event. We attempted to put together a spring
showcase event this spring for current juniors but failed to receive enough nominated players to make the event
happen.
Be aware that the MABC is currently planning a fall showcase event for September of 2018. TJ has again
volunteered to spearhead this effort. The MABC needs your help. An event of this nature needs a committee of
people to help pull it off successfully. Several coaches at our spring meeting at Husson University indicated that

they would be willing to help. There is, however, a great number of coaches who were not at the meeting. The
intend would be to hold the event at SMCC again because of its proximity to most college coaches in New
England. This would be a great opportunity for coaches to get involved. The showcase is a one day event to be
held on a Sunday. Surely, there must be coaches who would be willing to sacrifice one Sunday in the fall to help
the MABC in its pursuit of promoting the game of basketball in the state of Maine. Contact TJ Maines or Peter
Murray if you would like to take advantage of this opportunity to support the MABC.

